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Nicholas A. Smith 
Foundation to host 5K 
By Rachel Brackins 
Head Copy Editor 
1"he Nicholas A. Smith Foundation 
is hosting an "Eskibeau SK Run" to 
remember the life of former student 
Nicholas Smith and to raise funds for 
Bible major scholarships, summer camps 
and mission trips. 
According to the wcbsite,The Nicholas 
A. Smith Foundation is a "non-profit 
organization focused on honoring the 
memory of Nicholas A. Smith by pro-
viding financial support in three areas 
Ii tllMe"in need.~ Amy Smith, founder 
orthtorgani7..ation and Nicholas Smith's 
mother, said her son was passionate about 
Biblical secondary education, summer 
camps and missions. The foundation is 
seeking to raise money through the SK 
for scholarships to help those wishing ro 
major in Bible at Christian universities. 
Coke. So when they came on board it 
was an awesome, awesome thing." 
Alumnus and Nicholas Smith's 
childhood friend Tyler Nun is planning 
to participate in the event. Nutt said he 
is excited to reconnect with those who 
were also close to Nicholas Smith. 
"I'm looking forward to seeing my 
friend group, ~Nun said. ''ft's kind of weird 
how the friend group revolved around 
Nicholas. He wasn't the loudest guy, but 
he was fiicods with C\'Cf}Unc in the group. 
When he passed, that group became super 
strong. If thcreS anything good that came 
from Nicholas' passing, it's that I gained 
much dceper .. rclationships in the people 
m our group. 
Senior Maurisa Hughes, another fiiend 
of Nicholas Smith, said the r.i.cc will bring 
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"We wm1 to make sure money isn't a 
setback for those kids,~ Amy Smith said. 
MFor some kids it may be scholarships 
for books and tuition, for some it may 
be for housing and for some it may be 
that they need a little bit of extra money 
in their pocket so they aren't broke all 
of the time. If it is something they feel 
God is leading them to, we want to 
make it a little bit easier for them to 
"I am most looking forward to the 
healing that I know this race will bring," 
Hughes said. "Many significant milestones 
af(: coming this time of year, so many The Nicholas A. Smith Foundation ls hosting a 5K to raise funds for ~~~:i::~h~!:.~~~~i!~ 
'firsts' without Nicholas. It is the perfect camps and mission trips. To register for the race, visit www.nlcholasasmith.org. 
opp:>rtunity to band together around the 
Smith family and show that we are all still 
hurting and healing together.~ 
make that choice." 
According to Amy Smith, hosting a 
SK run seemed to be a fun, simple way 
to raise a substantial amount of money 
while also allowing the community to 
gather together to remember her son. 
Amy Smith said multiple vendors 
offered to spansor the event, with the 
most notable being Coca-Cola, who will 
provide all of rhc water needed. 
Mlhat was the most amazing thing," 
Amy Smith said. ~Anyone who knows 
Nicholas knows that that pcx>r kid doesn't 
drink anything but Coca-Cola. I couldn't 
get him to drink milk, and I could barely 
gt\ him to drink water - ii was always 
N utt said that although he runs on a 
semi-regular basis, his goal will not be to 
finish the race with a specific time. On 
Harding u~dates inclement 
weather policy, fixes delays 
the contrary, Nutt said he will run to hdp By Phoebe Cunningham 
memorialize his good friend. Asst. Copy Editor 
"Thc~ofdtisisn'twinningarACC,~ With the changing of the 
Nutt said. "The purpose is to remember seasons comes changes in the 
Nicholas and all of the great things he did university's inclement weather 
in his life. He had such a servant heart policy. According to Associate 
and always wanted to include everyone. ProvostofUndergr.tduatcMarty 
He didn't have any enemies, and that's a Spears,thcofficeoftheprovosrand 
hard thing to do." deans' council began discussions 
The race will take place in downtown during the 2014-1 S school year 
Buford, Georgia, on Sarurday, December to change the primary means of 
12, at 7:30 a.m. The race fee is S30, and communication and the abbrevi-
rcgistration closes on Dec 11. For those :ued schedule for delayed starts 
not able to physically participate, there after receivinp: feedback from 
is a phantom rnnner option. For more students and faculty indicating 
infonnation visit w\vw.nicholasasmith.org. issues and confosion. 
Smdcnts, faculty ;md Slaff 
will now be informed of delays 
or cancellations via the emer-
gency alert system provided 
by the Office of P ublic Safety 
and there will no longer be an 
abbreviated schedule of classes 
for days requiring a delayed start. 
Classes will follow the normal 
schedule after the delayed start. 
Labs beginning at 9:45 a.m. will 
start at lOa.m. 
MWhat we found was (1hat) 
we were having a lot of confu-
sion with the abbreviated start 
schedule; students and faculty 
were confused," Spears said. 
"Sometimes the srudents would 
be showing up for their class at 
the wrong time or maybe the 
faculty member went too long or 
was not there at 1he right time. 
ended up happening was a lot of 
unproductive class time." 
AcoordingtoSpcars,theOfficc 
of the Provost is encouraging 
classes that will be affected by 
delayed starts to seek alternative 
methods of cl.ass instmction such 
as the use of Canvas or utilizjng 
a type of onlinc meeting space. 
"We can take advantage of 
some of the tc.'Chnology nowadays," 
Spears said. "We've encouraged 
(faculry and staff} to be thinking 
about what they would do if .thcy-
hacl ro 111akc up somc timc. We're 
encourng ing 1hem lo explore 
things ... dosome1hingonUnc, if 
not, work wirh srudcnts to find 
another way 10 get that content." 
Spears said he thinks the 
changes will make days requiring 
delayed srarts more productive 
for all classes. 
~ , think in somewaysitSgoing 
to help us do some things that arc 
done in the real world anyway," 
Spears said. "When you work 
in an office in the real world, if 
you can't get 10 the office, you 
srill have to work.. .. 
Senior Chandler Cupp, who 
lives off campus, said he thinks 
the change in the inclemen1 
weather policy will help clarify 
how the delay or closings will 
impact classes and events on 
campus. 
change," Cupp said. MAs far as 
the emergency alert system, I 
feel like Harding has done a 
pretty good job of informing 
us about inclement weather in a 
t imely manner since I've been a 
student. However, if this makes 
things go more quickly or run 
smoother, then I welcome the 
change. I apprc~iate attempts 
at improvement 
Craig Russell,dircctorofPublic 
Safery, said that while President 
Bruce McLarry is the one who 
ultimately nukes the <.k-cbio11 on 
a closing or dcl:i}~ his office plays 
a role in the process, including 
alerting students, F.iculty anJ staff" 
of the decision via the emeri:.rency 
alert system. · 
"When it comes to inclement 
weather closings, wr:'vr: always had 
the role where we're 1hc office 
that is open 2417, so typically 
our employees are out there in 
the wee hours of the morning 
and arc the first to be able tO 
observe what the weather is like," 
Russell said. 
As the changi; is implemented 
and faculty and staff prepare for 
the winter season, Russell said 
that the ultimate goal of this 
change is to keep srudents, faculty 
and staff safe, and to do it in the 
most efficient manner possible. 
_.._ ____ __,-,--,,-~--,-0,---,.,--_J There was just alo1 of confusion. 
The Office of the Provos t has changed the incle~:~t ~~~h~r T~!i1~i:obny We were trying t~ give each 
cance ling abbreviated periods. Classes will begin on schedule on days wtth class the opportunity to meet 
a late s ta rt. and have some time, and wha1 
"I can confidently say that 
starting classes as normal after 
delays will cut down on a lot of 
confusion and stress, and I'm 
very pleased 10 hear about this 
"The whole goal is to get the 
message out as quickly and as 
early as passiblc, but also to get 
it out to as broad an audience 
as possible," Russell said. MThis 
(change) will allow us to do that.~ 
Safe Campus Act aims to protect victims of sexual violence 
By Ha nna h Moore 
Beat Reporter 
H .R. 3403,or the Safe Campus 
Acr (SCA) of201S, was introduced 
in the U.S. H ouse Education and 
the Workforce Comminee on July 
29 of this year by Rep.Matt Salmon 
of Arizona. 
The National Sexual Violence encourage the reporting of sexual sensitive to the needs and concerns does not promo1e safety or protect 
Resource Center (NSVRC) said assaults. After further consideration, of a victim, so no matter what victims of sexual assault. 
that Msexual violence occurs when he said, the bill would not encourage happe ns moving forward with "Violence against women is a 
someone is forced or coerced into reporting. this law, we will continue to make huge issue on college campuses, 
unwanted sexual activity without "You know, a lot of victims of that our primaryeffort,~Ncal said. especially those wi1h &atemities and 
agreeing or consen1ing~ and said sexual assault don'1 wan1 to go to "H owever, the law might change sororities," Moran said. "The SCA 
that it includes"forced intercourse, lawcnforcement," Russcllsaid."1'he the chronological order of when would preven1 universities from 
sexual contact or touching, sexual universiry wouldn't be able to do we find out. Forcing the victim to investigating sexual assault unti l 
lhe SCA states that it aims to harassment, sexual exploitation, much of anything until they went report the matter to the police first the victim reports the crime. This is 
"protect victims of sexual violence" 
and Mimprove the adjudication of 
allegations related to sexual violence." 
The provisions of this bill explain 
that the victim of a sexual assault 
would need to file a report with 
the police before the university 
would be allowed to investigate the 
crime, and the university could not 
punish the perpetrator un1il they 
are convicted of the crime. 
and exposure or voyeurism." Also to the police to file a report. In many before any im"C:Stigation or action by working against keeping campuses 
accordingtotheNSVRC,90percent cases, that's going to discourage us would make the process longer. safe. It is protecting the accused, 
of sexual assauJts will go unreported reporting of sexual violence." It won't change how we approach instead of protecting the victim." 
bythevictim,andin2014,40per- According to A ssistant Vice thingsonceweknowaboutit,but On Nov. 13th, the National 
cent of universities admitted to not President of Studen1 Life Zach it might affect if or when we know Pan- Hellenic Conference and The 
investigating a single report\vithin Neal, the SCA would severely about it." North-American l nterfraternity 
the past five years. inhibit and lengthen the response According to the NSVRC,one in Confercncewithdrcwthcirsupp:>rt 
Craig Russell, director of Public process of universities in order to every live women and one in every from the SCA and further action 
Safcry, said that the SCA initially make accommodations for the 16 men will be sexually assaulted is pending. Many o ther college 
attracted many supporters because victims. during their years at college. Senior organizations continue to speak out 
the provisions were thought to "First of all, we're always very Rachel Moran said that the bill against the bill. 
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. ' \ The Final HU Hack of the semester taught students ta get plenty of rest The men's soccer team welcomes new coach. Jon Ireland 
Final HU Hack 
covers holistic, 
healthy living, 
By Sara Denney looked, Brewer said. 
Student Writer ~Go outside,"' Brewer 
The Center for Student said. "Do things that make 
Success held its final HU you happy and feel good. 
Hack of the semester titled It wil1 decrease your stress 
"The Freshman 15 Blues" level. " 
on Tuesday, Nov. 17. The Center for Student 
"TheFreshmanlSBlucs" Success has held six HU 
addressed some every day 
issues many students en-
counter during their time 
in college. 
Hacks this semester and 
they are anticipating to 
host six or seven in the 
spring semester. 
Courtesy of Emily Woodruff 
Students In the Harding University in Florence 
(HUF) program gather In the clo ister of San Bar-
tolomelo, a WWII Internment camp. Travis Mc-
Neal, assistant professor of behavioral scienc-
es, led them In a moment of silence and prayer. 
Courtesy of Lauren Bryon Knight 
Lauren Bryan Knight and students In the Hard-
ing Univers ity in England (HUE) program prayed 
at York Minister for the citizens of Paris on the 
night of the attacks. Knight Is the director of 
both the HUE and HIP programs. 
"We started out by de-
fining the word 'holistic,'" 
Camcisha Brn"VCT,graduatc 
assistant intern for the 
professional counseling 
program and speaker 
at Tuesday's HU Hack, 
said . "Holistic is how 
your physical well-being 
ties into every other area 
of your life, academically, 
emotionallyandspiritual.ly." 
These sessions have been 
over topics like stress man-
ageinent, time management, 
technology, on-campus 
resources, learning styles, 
study tips and wellness. 
Sixty-five students 
attended Tuesday's event 
on wellness. 
HIP program continues 
despite recent attacks 
A lot of emphasis is 
placed on a srudent's edu-
cation, when they come to 
college, but the other aspects 
of a person's .life directly 
influence ~their learning 
experience, Brewer said. 
The topics are chosen 
based on what the Center 
for Student Success sees 
as the most necessary and 
helpful for the student 
body, Stephanie O'Brian, 
the director of academic 
resources, said. 
By Savanna DiStefano 
Features Editor 
Students scheduled to study 
abroad in Paris next semester as part 
of the Harding University in Paris 
(HIP) program will leave at the end 
of January as planned, despite the 
terrorist attacks in the city on Friday, 
Nov. 13. Dr. Jeff Hopper, dean of 
international programs, said he is 
attentive to the safety of students 
studying overseas and the attacks 
did not fr ighten him. 
"There's a lot of concern, and 1 
am just saddened when it goes to 
fear because that's the exact desired 
result ... of the people who do these 
horrific horrible things," Hopper 
said . "They want you to be afraid, 
and create as much disruption as 
possible. We can give them what 
they want or we can do what the 
writer John in the Bible said, 'don't 
fear'. .. " 
Hopper said Lauren Bryan Krughr, 
director of HIP, is in regular contact 
with the U.S. Embassy in Paris, 
regional security officers and Bruce 
Tully, Harding's security consultant. 
Tully, a federal law enforcement 
special agent, has ~rienct: with tht: 
U.S. Secret Service, White House 
and Foreign Mission Division. 
I le said he is in constant contact 
with several government agencies 
for international safety such as the 
U.S. Department of State, Overseas 
Advisory Council and Diplomatic 
Security Service for Threat lntel-
ligence. He also uses information 
from western European government 
alerts and his personal network of 
former agents to evaluate interna-
tional program locations and travel 
plans for safety. 
"My concerns are as they were 
before the incident: we should expect 
terror cell actions as ISIS and others 
have told us they would do,"Tully 
said. "This is a worldwide threat and 
while no one should live in fear, we 
should all not be in denial and be 
prepared to protect ourselves." 
Hopper said all international stu-
dents are required to undergo safety 
training before leaving, including 
watching videos and taking a test 
over safety and security material, of 
which a perfect score is required to 
spend the semester abroad. 
"While we need to live our lives 
fully and with confidence, we cannot 
be in denial of not only terrorists, 
but common criminals who, as we 
know, are also about,"Tully said. 
Sophomore Jenny Delgado will 
Courtesy of Jesse Hixson 
attend HIP this spring. She said she 
first heard of the attacks on Paris fiom 
social media and stayed attentive for 
more information without making 
conclusions regarding plans for HJP. 
'1 was okay with whatrn:r happened 
in terms of the study abroad trip 
(because) to me it was of secondary 
importance," Delgado said. "Safety 
is important, but that was not the 
first concern for myself because I 
wasn't there in the moment." 
"You have an identity," 
Brewer said. " You are 
unique. There arc so many 
levels tha~ make up you as 
a person. 
~working in the Center 
for Student Success, we sec 
the areas where students 
struggle," O'Brian said. 
The Center for Srudent 
Success loves to help stu-
dents discover the resources 
available to them or to 
let them know that they 
can get help, according to 
O'Brian. 
Delgado said she is still excited 
to study abroad, and she is curious 
to learn how the attacks have af-
fected Paris. 
Brewer presented on 
physical, emotional, social, 
mental, spiritual and aca-
demic health. According to 
Brewer, one of the most 
important things a student 
can do to have a healthier 
lifestyle is self-care. 
"Getting a degree is not 
the only thing that is im-
portant,"O'Briansaid. "We 
try to give (students) tips 
to simplify their academic 
area so they have time to 
focus on other things. n 
"I try not to think about all the 
little details about what could and 
could not happen; 1 just want to 
go," Delgado said. "I don't want to 
worry about thinbrs I don't know or 
can't really control." 
Self-care, which includes 
things like sleep, exercise 
and hobbies, is often over-
Tully advised students to be alert 
in all situations. 
Checkout 
thellnk.hardlng.edu for exclusive 
web content including: 
"Look out for each other and 
think like it is similar to defensive 
driving: you need to be aware and 
be prepared to react best to steer 
clear of danger,"Tully said. "Be a 
citizen of the world; read the news, 
be curious and observant. Please be 
confident and above all, refuse to 
be a victim." 
Chi Omega Pi vs. Zeto Rho Lorge Club 
A Team Basketball Gome. 
New American Sign Language c lass 
coming this spring. 
Final column from international beat 
reporter Zach Burgan. 
Faculty to 'spin yarn' tonight 
Professors participate in storytelling 
event for senior capstone project 
By Joshua Johnson 
Opinions Editor 
Tonight, D«.4, the H"""'1g 
Department of Theatre will 
host an improvisational night 
of storytelling in the Freeman 
Center on the second floor of 
the Swaid and Christy Swa.id 
Center for Health Sciences 
from 7-8 p.m. Created and 
organim::lbyseniorJesseHixson 
as a senior seminar capstone 
project for the Honors College, 
the event will fearure commu-
nication professors Jim Miller, 
Jack Shock, Katie Ramirez '"d 
Steven Frye, English professor 
Michael Claxton, Dean of 
the College of Allied Health 
Beckie Weaver, and dean of 
the College of Pharmacy Julie 
Hixson-Wallace. 
Hixson said that inspiration 
for the project came from this 
past winter when he was at his 
grandparents' SOth wedding 
anniversary celebration, where 
the entire family spent the day 
telling stories and enjoying 
each other's company. 
"I just remember it as being 
a really good day,"Hix.son said. 
"lt made me want to capture 
that feeling of sitting around 
a fire, telling stories, spend-
ing time together in a really 
simple way." 
According to Hixson, 
he chose the hosts for their 
likeable personalities and their 
reputations for being able to 
"spin a good yam." 
"lt will be an hour and 
15 minutes of your favorite 
professors telling funny and 
emotional stories, "Hixson said. 
Shock said he loves to tell 
stories and immediately said 
yes when Hixson asked him 
to be part of the event. 
"Me.-ttlkingwith (Hixson), 
I share his passion for reviving 
thi, m(of ''°'ytclling),"Shock 
said. "In the case of families 
and other social units, it helps 
keep people alive, those we've 
lost - to tell their stories, to 
keep d1em a part of the family." 
Shock said that he is eager 
to see what memories his fellow 
storytellers and friends have in 
their "bag of tricks." 
"These are some very lively 
people," Shock said, in regard 
to the group Hixson has 
assembled. "lt will for sure 
add up t~ be an entertaining 
even mg 
The theme for the event 
is "Winter." Hixson said this 
theme helps caprure the mood 
of the event, which he hopes 
will be familial and cozy. 
"lt'dree of charge,)'lu don't 
have to wear an ugly Chrisnnas 
S\veater or anything, just come 
to the Freeman Center and 
enjoy a night of storytelling," 
Hixson said. "You can even 
expect hot ch ocolate an d 
maybe cider, too." 
Thankfulness in the wake of terror Joshua Johnson 
ka ltlln plachy 
guest 
w riter 
A s I wrote "HappyThanksgivingrand 
traced my hand to make a turkey 
on the whiteboard of my sixth g rade 
classroom on th is parti cula r Monday 
morning, I overheard one of my French 
sixth-graders say, "Yeah, but what if the 
next attack is here?" I thought to myself, 
"Maybe our lesson on Thanksgiving will 
have to wait." 
Thanksgiving looked a lot different for 
me th is year. I'm an American, but my 
yt:arlong visa to live and work as a middle 
school teaching assistant in France makes 
my heart tom between my two homes. I 
love the U.S. and appreciate reminders of 
home - usually in the form of pumpkin 
pie or mashed potatoes. On Friday, Nov. 
13th, howeve r, my hean broke for the 
country where I currently reside. 
As I chatted on Face Time with a friend 
in Searcy, Arkansas, that Friday evening 
"Priorities. It's about 
keeping everything in 
Of'der of importance." 
from my home in Bourg-en-Bresse (250 
miles south of Paris), I received a text from 
a friend that simply said, "Hey. There arc 
shootings in Paris." Over t he next few 
hours, France and the world watched as 
the tragic details emerged su rrounding 
the horrific "attentat" (attack) that had 
just shaken the whole country. 
Within 24 hours, the world responded 
with powerful symbols of solidarity. Dozens 
of monuments around the world projected 
stunning displays of the colors of the 
French flag. Facebook feeds were covered 
with the iconic stripes of"bleu, blanc et 
rouge." I showed a French colleague my 
Facebook friend list and she gasped at the 
huge number of profile pictures overlaid 
with the French flag. She couldn't believe 
people so far away cared so much about 
the hurt that France felt. 
My lesson prepared on the history and 
traditions of Thanksgiving was indeed 
put on hold as my srudents asked what 
I thought about Friday's attacks. I told 
them what I remembered of Sept. 11th 
when I was 8 years old. A small boy 
sitting in the back raised his hand and 
sheepishly asked in French, "But will it 
happen againr I showed the class a few 
pictures of cities around 1he world who 
had illuminated monuments to show cheir 
support - including one of the bridges in 
downtown Little Rock. We talked about 
how our fears fo r the furure can not stop 
us from seeing the good all around us. 
As we moved into our Thanksgiving 
lesson, I gave the srudents maple leaves to 
decorate and write what they were thankful 
for on. Many created multi-colored leaves 
and wrote that they were thankful for their 
friends, families and pets, but others chose 
to color their leaves to match the French 
flag and wro te things like "freedom," 
"safety" and "French police." 
In 1his season of tha nkfulness, the 
support of the world brings hope and 
resolve to a country in mourning. While 
hand turkeys and candy corn may not 
assuage my srudents'fears about the furure, 
cultivating hearts of thankfulness can go 
along way. 
KAJTUN PLACHY Is a Harding alumna 
and a guest writer for the Bison. She 
may be contacted at 
kplachy@harding.edu. 
"Sleep." "I binge watch 'Friends' 
and wallow in self-pity." 
"Chocolate." 
d on ' t mind me ... 
Science meets 
Adele 
" H ello. h 's me." 
By now you've surely heard Adele's 
hit si ngle "H ello; either on the radio or in the 
mall or through the speakers of the UFOs flying 
low over the Arkansas plains at night. It's an 
inescapable part of being alive in 2015. 
Adele is back. And her surgically repaired vocal 
chords are stronger and more vibranl than ever. 
'Tm in California dreaming about who we 
used to be." 
"Hello" is a heart-wrenching ballad that, for 
me, has the colloquial effect of sending"shivers 
down my spine." An every day sensation, this 
feeling can also be refe rred to as "striking a 
ne rve," or simply getti ng "the chi ll s." Many 
of us have experienced it. But as I listened to 
Adele and feh the thousands of ti ny insect feet 
shi nnying down my back in an exotic massage 
evoked by only the mosl dramatic measures, I 
began to wonder what causes this neurological 
phenomenon. 
So I did some research. Turns out that , 
back in 2008, a musicologist and professor at 
Ohio State U nivers ity named David H uron 
did an extens ive study on th is ve ry subject. 
Ultimately, his research led him to coin the 
term "music-evoked fr isson" fo r che sensation 
of chills and gooseficsh, according to an article 
by Arielle Lasky, a writer fo r the Stanford News 
Service at Stanford Un iversity, where much of 
the research took place. However, Huron notes 
that music is not the only thing that produces 
this feeling, as a similar sensation can be evoked 
when someone runs fingernails on a chalkboard 
or pauses at the top of a roller coaster. This begs 
the question: how can feelings of discomfort 
and terror be so closely related to feelings of 
contentment and pleasure? 
What's in a major? 
"Huron theorized that fr isson, and other 
pleasurable feelings like it, arc caused by 'cortical 
inh ibition of the amygdala,'an area of the brain 
involved in fright, " Lasky said. "According to 
Huron, researchers have discovered that several 
of the frisson's acoustic correlates - things that 
seem to induce t he sensation in listene rs - are 
fear-related. These correlates include rap idly 
large increases in the loudness of music, abrupt 
changes in tempo and rhythm, a broadening of 
frequencies and an increase in the number of 




Meeting someone for the firs t time 
can be awkward to say the least. 
Since it happens fai rly often for many 
people, especially students, we tend to 
have our go-to questions. These questions 
may include "Where arc you from?" or 
"What year are you?~ And they have set 
answers. However, there is one question 
that many students dread: "So, what is 
your major?~ I will pause a moment to 
let every student who is undeclared or 
has switched 30 times cringe. 
Now back to the question at hand. 
W hen some people th ink about their 
major, they beam with pride. Others still 
aren't 100 percent sold on their current 
path of srudy. Reprdless of your status, 
you have put time, thought and energy 
into declaring "This is what I want to do 
with my li fe.~ Each person has a reason 
for his or her choice, but this simple label 
doesn't come without its hardships. 
Many majors have a stigma attached 
Zach Hailey 
editor-in-chief 
Julie Anne White 
news editor 
to them. Bible major? You must be holi-
er-than-thou and judgmental. Business 
major? Oh you must be power hungry 
and in it fo r the money. Education ma-
jor? Do you eve n do anything besides 
color in class? Science major? You do 
know that lab work is pretty much the 
only kind of job you can get, right? As 
for me, I am a child life major. Someone 
once acrually said to me, "Is that even a 
real major?" Regardless of your major, T 
am almost positive that you have gotten 
similar responses. 
I plead us to stop. S top guessing or 
assuming or labeling majors. Stop making 
these put-downs. Stop telling people their 
classes are a joke. I n these situations, we 
need 10 embrace the differences. If there 
we ren't differences in people, we would 
all have the same job, and our society 
would fail. We need to acknowledge 
other people and the talents they possess. 
Eve ry major has very difficult classes. 
Every major has someth ing un ique that 
others do not. Instead of tearing down 
these differences, we should support each 
other in t he difficult days. We shou ld 
lift others up and respect that they have 
special talents that we do not have. A 
com mun icy of support can withstand so 
much more than a community of scrutiny. 
God made us all different so we could 
do His will according to our individual, 
unique set of skills. 
Bible majors will help heal the broken 
and show them the truth of God. Busi-
ness majors will help our fam ilies duri ng 
financial crises. Education majors teach 
our children to become incredible adults 
who will change the world. Science majors 
help develop cures and medicines and 
help us understand why God made this 
intricate world the way He did. And as 
for child life majors? We are here to hold 
the hand of ch ildren and their families 
as they go th rough difficult ill nesses and 
losses. Each major, each job, each person, 
can do incredible things fo r the kingdom, 
no matter where we arc placed. 
You can judge other majors by what 
you think you see on the outside, but I 
just hope tha1 you stop and rake the time 
to truly sec why each person is dedicating 
his or her life to that field of study. Many 
times, you will hear a beautiful reason and 
an immovable pauion comes through. 
With each unique person is a special 
plan set into this world by our God. So, 
why not just ask? 
MEREDITH WOOD Is a guest 
writer for the Bison. She may be 
contacted at mwood5@harding. 
edu. 
staff 
Essentially, Huron's research led him to be-
lieve that when we experience ~the chills," we 
are acrually experiencing a fearful reaction to 
something unexpected, which then gives way 
to a pleasurable wash of relief, if you will, as the 
brain and heart rate relax into their equilibrium 
states. The instinctual "fight or flight~ response 
subs ides, leaving behind only the icy remnants 
of fear and anticipation. 
So there you have it. Our beloved soul-pop 
singer/songwriter is back, and she is scaring 
us from the other side with her elicitation of 
"music-evoked frisson" in our auditory nerves. 
Welcome back, Adele. And hello, sc ience. 
How arc you? It 's so typical of me to talk about 
myself, l'm sorry. 
JOSHUA JOHNSON is the opinions editor 
for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
jjohnson4@hardlng.edu. 
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More than a 
gift giver 
W e arc all gctring ready for the 
holidays as Christmas shopping 
and present wrapping ensues. Everyone 
knows the robust man with the red coat 
and the beard. But is there a back story 
to our jolly friend? 
Saint Nicholas was born March 15, 
270, and was a fourth-century Christian 






depictedinmultipleways,someshowing Th d f } fi } k f th 
himwith• longfiowingbeud-oth"s e most won er u na s wee 0 e year 
with a more trimmed beard. Either way, dane roper semester. I believe this is only one of the many a mentally healthy state. 
from what legends and folklore tell us --------~~~- signs of the toll that college life rakes on the I'm not suggesting that we need to rethink 
about this man, we know he did a lot mental wellness of college srudenrs. the educational system - deadlines and exams 
more than just deliver presents. guest In April 2014, USA Today published an are inevitable. I do think, however, that the 
N icholas was known to be a man of writer article titled ~Students flood college coun- minefield of mental hardships that the college 
powerful prayer and humility, as he al- seling offices.~This article suggested a reality experience fosters is worth bringing to light. 
ways credited God with any glory. One that scholastic research is backing up: college What can be done about these mental hard-
particular story says that during a famine, campus counselors are facing record highs in ships? The most important thing is that we talk 
a butcher lured three young boys into their nwnberofclients,andthcscstudcntscome about them. We, as students, must overcome 
his shop, chopped them up into pieces with more serious problems than ever before. our fear of sharing our struggles with others. 
and put the children in a barrel to cure. I t's the most wonderful time of the year. The conclusion that I draw from this article: Hardingoffersacounselingcenterthatisfillcd 
The butcher planned to sell them off as The front lawn glistens with thousands of college srudents are messed up. with faith-driven counselors waiting to walk 
ham. Nicholas, who saw the whole thing, lights, and buildings around campus gleam We're messed up, but no one seems to be you through the stress and anxiety that are so 
ran over to the barrel and began to pr:.iy with decorations that spread holiday cheer. talking about it. Stress, anxiety and depression common to the college experience. 
over the childrens' remains. Mir:.tculously, While holiday decorations plaster campus are leaders in mental health disorders :.imong Not only that, but we have the incredible 
the three boys came ha.ck to life through with Christmas spirit, my fear is that Harding's college students, and these disorders make their opporrunity to be in community with 01her 
the power of Nich?las .pr:.tyer. (H e then student body f.tces :.t much darker mental state way into the classroom in one way or another. Christians at every tum on campus. Whether 
alleged ly reache~ m his sack and gave than the dccor:.ttions suggest. In :.t presentation published by the counseling it's your roommate or a faculty mentor, find 
each one a new video game.) The days following Thanksgiving break center at the University of South Florida, for other people that can step into your hardships 
Another story tells of three young are filled with due dates exams and final example, the counseling center concluded that with you and speak truth and encouragement 
wom~n who were too poor~ have dowries, present:.ttions. If you're anyiliing like me, you eigh1 of the top 10 academic impediments are into your life. 
'.11eanmg ~ey:WOuld most likely be forced spent Thanksgiving break grasping for a true mental health related. With a community that is ready to surround 
mto prost1tut1on, or at the very best , be moment of rest that eluded you because of C learly, there is something about the you in your times of struggle, perhaps you can 
single for the rest of their lives. Nicholas your constant anxiety about the deadlines that college atmosphere that stifles our efforts to walk through these last couple weeks with a 
took pity on them, but_ sti~l ':anted to would inevitably come when you returned to live a mentally healthy lifestyle. Students and bit more Christmas cheer in your heart. After 
~llow t~em to keep their dignity - for school. One thing I've learned after four years professo rs alike will admit to the tangible all, it is the most wonderful time of the year. 
1t wasn t ?onorable to ~ccept h~ndouts. oflhanksgiving brc:.iks: true rest does not exist drop in motivation and energy as the burdens 
In the m1ddle_o~ the nigh~, while no~ a during Thanksgiving break. o f each semester press on, particularly after 
c.rearure was somng, our cnms?n Chn~- So, while campus certainly boasts an im- Thanksgiving break. Project deadlines mixed 
tl~n tossed th~ bags of gold mto their pressive holiday atmosphere. I probably won't with the pressure of performance and its effect 
;:::~~~~~o~~;e~. enough for them 10 be enjoying it much before the close of the on our furures certainly doesn't help put us in 
DANE ROPER Is a student writer for 
the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
d roper3@harding.edu. 
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nearby port. Nicholas asked the men -----------------------------------· on the boat lo unload a portion of the
grain to give to the needy folk in the 
area. 1hc sailors on the ship, probably 
raising an unbelieving eyebrow at the 
rosy-cheeked man, were not thrilled :.it 
the idea, for the boats were weighed to 
make sure the voyage &om port to port 
were fair. Nicholas then presumably let 
out a belly laugh and then said that no 
weight would be changed. So reluctantly, 
the men agreed - sure enough, although 
they had unloaded a significant amount 
of grain, not a pound was decreased from 
the boat when weighed. 
Our man Saint Nicholas was a giver, 
but was also a short-tempered old elf. 
Legend says that during a debate between 
Nicholas and Arius at the Counsel of 
Nicaea, Arius, :.i local dummy, said that 
Jesus was a created being, quo1ing}ohn 
1, where the G ospel spe:.iks of the Word 
becoming flesh. Nicholas, probably sick 
and tired of arguing with a counsel member 
walked over to Arius and simply punched 
him to the ground. {All other counsel 
members then bought T - shirts after the 
match and asked for N icholas signature.} 
I love sto ries - and they very well 
may be just stor ies - of individu:.ils 
who stood up for the weak and helpless, 
but always chose to give the glory back 
to Cod. Nowadays, it seems that a good 
deed that is done for glory isn't necessar-
ily a good deed. Nicholas lived in :.t way 
that brought glory to only God, not for 
himself. There is nothing more powerful 
than a C od-fearing saint with a strong 
right-hook. 
ZACH HAILEY Is the 
editor-in-chief for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
zhailey@hardlng.edu. 
Twffter: @zach_halley 
L ast week an alert reader sent me a 
lin k to some breaking news from 
"The Onion,"that peerless source of fake 
journalism that has given us such headlines 
as "C IA Realizes It's Been Using Black 
Highlighters All These Years," "Winner 
D idn't Even Know It Was a Pie-Eating 
Contest " and .. Rural Nebraskan Nor Sure 
He C:.in Handle Frantic Pace of Omaha.~ 
F:.imed for its pseudo stories and dead-on 
parodies of newspaper jargon, "The Onion" 
h:.is been cracking wise for over 25 years. 
But sometimes the mockery hits a 
little 100 dose to home. A link was sent 
to me last week by someone who may be 
spending too much time messing around 
on the Internet. Anyway, here's the head· 
line:"Toyota Recalls 1993 Camry Due to 
the Facr that Owners Really Should Have 
Bought Something New by Now.~ The article 
quotes a Toyota spokesperson explaining 
the recall: "We understand that the 1993 
Camry was tremendously dependable, but 
honestly, there's no excuse for driving a 
22-year-old car at this point. ~ 
I drive a 1997 Toyota Camry, though I 
want to be clear that I have only owned this 
particular vehicle since 1999. So it will be 
at least another eight years before I can in 
any way be implicated in the satire of this 
spurious recall. Just because my car takes 
a little extra time to warm up even in the 
summer, and just because a wise guy once 
rolled down his window at a stop light and 
asked how I was enjoying my M odel T -
docs not mean that my car is out of date. 
I still remember the day my 1986 Old· 
smobile Cutlass Ciera finally gave up the 
ghost . It had been more-or-less reliable 
through my college days, even though the 
interior ceiling fabric was drooping onto 
my head, and despite the fact that it once 
Let's go places 
michael 
claxton 
left a 300-foot trail of transmission fluid 
on the campus of Oglethorpe University 
that is still visible to this day. But when 
my C iera finally handed in her no tice in 
the spring of'99 at the corner of Franklin 
Street and Columbia in C hapel Hill, a 
tow truck took us both straight to Toyota 
of D urham. 
The salesman's name was Ian. I know 
this because I still have the letter he sent 
me after I bought my two-year-old Camry 
from him. He was an Englishman, and since 
I was working on my Ph .D. in English 
literature, no doubt his accent helped close 
the deal. I wonder what he would think if 
he knew I was still driving the car he sold 
me during the C linton years. Somehow, I 
suspect his sentiments would be rather close 
to those expressed in the "Onion" article. 
But my Camry and I have been through 
a lo t together. We ·ve traveled all over the 
country, from Atlanta to D allas to Los 
A ngeles to Chicago to D etroit. We've 
been to the Grand Canyon, the Blue Ridge 
M ountains and to almost 200 C racker 
Barrel restaurants. 
We survived a timing belt that split in 
half on I nterstate 85 in Greensboro. We 
made it through a broken ignition swi1ch 
in Birmingham. We blew a tire on the way 
to Yadkinville. We caused a slight dent to a 
parked vehicle at UNC, but we left a nice 
note with hardly any misspellings. 
The paint on her hood may be peeling, 
her cassette deck may no longer play and 
she may still be rusty in spots (by the way, 
we're still talking about my car). She may 
have over 265,000 miles to her credit, but 
I have no plans for trading in my Toyota 
anytime soon. I read once that the average 
age of U.S. cars is 11.S years, so I look at my 
vehicle as just one of many ways in which 
I'm beating the national average. 
I'm sure the 2015 Toyota Camry is a sleek 
model. I'm sure ir·s loaded with impressive 
features and horsepower and whatnot. But 
does it have a driver's-side floor- mat worn 
to just my foot shape? D oes it have the 
remnants of a UNC parking sticker that 
peels off another centimeter each year? 
Docs it have the quirky turn signal that 
sounds like an old typeWTiter? I think not. 
My friend Shane Fullerton loves ro 
tell the story about his first Toyota. I-le 
s:.iid he bought it when he was a teenager 
and couldn't wait to tell his grandmother 
about i i. "I-Icy Cranny," he shouted when 
he called her on the phone, "I got me a 
new Camry! ~ 
"Well, bless your heart,~she said. "Docs 
it take good pitchers?" 
I'm keeping my car as long as possible, 
even if I get my own ~Onion" headline: 
"Cheapskate Professor Ignores Recall, 
Keeps Driving Clunker, Blames Smoke fium 
Hood on Arkansas Humidity. ~ Incidentally, 
as this article was going to press, the door 
handle came off 
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Timeline of 
an FCS loss 
Noon-Irumontherad.io 
as my family, my girlfriend 
and I drive to Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee, for 'fhanksgiving. 
The signal is strong. This is 
a good sign, but after all, 
South Carolina is playing 
the Citadel and we aren't 
going to lose. 
12:05 p.m. - We go 
three-and-out immediately. 
Swell. The Citadel scores on 
its second play. 7-0, them. 1 
remind everyone in the car 
that we arc terrible. Dad does 
the same. 
12:20 p.m. - We settle 
for a field goal. 7- 3. l am 
annoyed. The signal on the 
radio goes out. W e switch 
st ations. It's the C itadel 
station. Fantastic. 
12:45 p.m. - They score 
another touchdown.14-3. Dad 
remarks thu he 1hinks their 
tailback (who just scored) 
played againsl me in our tiny, 
private high school league 
back in the day I check their 
web page. H e's right. Cool. 
1:10 p.m. - W e kick 
another two field goals (be-
cause of course wi;: do) and 
trail 14-9atthehal£ 1 try to 
laugh off the sinrntion, but 
everyone in the car senses by 
the tone of my voice that I 
don't think it is funny. 
1:55 p.m. - Vl/e finally 
score, mainly from sheer dumb 
luck, but we all agree that we 
will take it. We lead 16-14. 
Radio signal ceases to exist 
as we enter the mountains. 
Twitter becomes our main 
informam. 
A HARDING UNIVERSITY STUDENT PUBLI CATIO N 
By Kaleb Turner tournament. One loss was a well to the losses and we there is always room for will allow us to deal with 
Edito rial Asst. buzzer-beater, and the other have g rown in our game. improvement is important.~ adversity during our games. 
With a winning record a tight game with a couple I really like how well the Kirby said that with With rwo games left in 
of 3-2 so far this season, of missed p lays that could 1eam is growing together in the season still in its early 2015 and two weeks before 
head coach Tim Kirby said have scaled the victory for chemistry to work the kinks stages, the young team, with the players head to winter 
the Lady Bison basketball the Lady Bisons, according out, which is encouragin~ nine Out of the 12 players break, Kirby said another 
team has had a great start to Kirby. for the rest of the season. being underclassmen, has to big focus of the team will 
to the season , with two of Junior guard Andi Haney Sophomore guard Lun- focus on developing depth. be to stay conditioned over 
its three wins :against con- echoed Kirby's thoughts that don W illiams said that H e commended the players the break and use the two 
ference teams on the road. althoug h the team has faced becoming better each day on their competition level, weeks to accomplish some 
"We're excited about how two losses thus far, they have is one step in continuing to especially the upperclassmen of the short term goals set 
our conference got s1arted," been two winnable games. improve and preparing for that Kirby said know how out for the team 
Kirby said. "Anytime you win Haney said it is importam the coming games. to compete and deal with The Lady Bisons rook 
games on the road, you're for the team to focus on "Our goal everyday is to tough situations on and off on Southern Nazarene 
very pleased with that. W e learning from those games build on the positive things the court. University on Thursday, 
went to OkJahoma with a to improve as the season that occurred the previous "Our individual skills D ec. 3. Scores were not 
really good mindset and saw progresses. day," Williams said. "Wt and mentality nted to get available at the 1ime of 
some very positive things.~ "We are a young team, focus on preparing our mind bencr, but if you just look print. The Lady Bisons play 
Kirby said the two losses so sometimes it 's easy to and body to be in the best at our needs right now, it's Oklahoma Baptist University 
they took came against two just get away with mistakes cond ition possible each the need to develop some on Saturday, D ec. 5, al I 
teams who will easily make when you win," H aney said. day. Never being satisfied depth,~ Kirby said. "W e've p.m. in the Rhodes-Reaves 
an appearance in the NCM "The g irls have responded is a b ig factor, and realizing got to develop depth that Fieldhouse. 
Bisons split first road games 
2:15 p.m. - It is officially 
the founh quaner. The game 
is too close for my liking. 
Twitter is spo 11y, which 
matches our offense. GRANT SCHOL (THE BISON 
2:30 p.m. - They kick Junior guard Will Francis sizes up a de fe nder during the Bisons 86-70 win over the University of Arka nsas-Mo nticello o n J a nuary 
a field goal and lead 17-16 24, 2015. The Bisons' next ho me gam e is tomorrow a gainst Ouachita Ba ptist University at 3 p.m . in the Rhodes-Reaves Fieldhouse. 
I ask cvCTyonc in 1he car if 
this garbage is a joke. Tension 
is palpable. I am officially 
worried. 
2:43 p.m. - We score 
again. I thank God several 
tim es. W e t hen miss the 
tw0-poim conversion. 22-17, 
us. I'm annoyed again, bur 
they'll fade now. 
2:45 p .. m.-Theydon'tfude, 
they score. 23-22, Citadel. I 
remind everyone that I don't 
care anymore and that] hale 
my life. I go back to madly 
refreshing Twitter (because 
secretly I do care). 
3 :00 p.m. - 4th and l. 
By Cale b Ro wan 
Asst. Sports Editor 
The men's basketball team 
split its first two conference 
games over the break, defeat-
ing Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University (NWOSU) 
82-63 on Nov. 19, in Alva, 
Oklahoma, and falling to 
Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University (SWO-
SU) 81-76 on Nov. 2 1, in 
Weatherford, Oklahoma. 
H ead coachjcffMorgan 
said he was proud of the way 
the team played, despite 
losing one of two. 
"Obviously you love ro go 
get two wins on the road, but 
getting the sp lit was good 
for our tcam,~Morgan said. 
" I think we showed a great 
spirit of togetherness and 
to get that first conference 
game on the road was huge." 
The Bisons were led in 
both games by senior for-
ward Andraz Kavas, who is 
averaging 26.4 points per 
game this season, but Mor-
gan stressed the importance 
of getting outside shooters 
involved offensively. 
"(Kavas) carries a b ig 
load for us scoring and he's 
shot the ball great to start 
the year,~ Morgan said . 
" H e knows he's going to, 
be the focus of other teams 
defensive srraregies and 
that's why it's going to be is important, especially on but understands the challenge 
really important for the rest the road. it will face. 
of our team to knock down "I think we get a lot of "When we talk about 
open shots whe~ they get different contributions from putting ou rselves in posi-
the opportunity. diffe rent people making tion to win a conference 
Senior guard Blake M c- p lays," Gibson said. "We championsh ip, we always 
Nair was 5-9 from the three- want to keep improving and talk abour how we have 
point line against NWOSU, be at the top of our game, to win at home," Mo rg an 
the most three-pointers made and the rest will take care said. "We have a great ap-
by a Harding player this year. ofitse!C predation for how tough 
H e, along with senior guard The Bisons, sitting at th is league is, so it'll be a 
John Hudson and junior 1- 1 in Great American g reat challenge." 
guard W ill Francis, led the Conference play, will next Harding took on SNU 
Bisons'thrcc-paint attack last host back- rn- back home on Thursday, D ec. 3, in its 
season, each shooting over conference games against first home conference game. 
.400 from behind the arc. Southern Nazaiene Univcr- The score was no! available 
According to senior guard sity (SNU) and OkJahoma by press time. The Bisons 
Jacob G ibson , the team's Baptist University (OBU). will battle OBU on Satur-
second leading scorer in Morgan said the team is day, D ec. 5, al 3 p.m. at the 
2013- 14, each player's role excited to be back at home Rhodes- Reaves Fieldhouse. 
We go for it. We don't get 
it. ls this really happening? 
1he realization begins to set 
in. We're b'Ding to lose to the 
~~:~~;::~"z;~""'"g'h' Jon Ireland hired as men's soccer coach 
3:12 p.m.- We somchow 
get the ball back. Maybe we 
won't lose, I tell the car. 
3:15 p.m. - It's already 
fourth down. I tell the car that 
we arc, in fact,going to lose. 
3:15 p.m. - We score a 
mir.i.cle 90-yard touchdown. 
3:15 p.m. - l tgetscal.led 
back for holding. Dad laughs. 
I bury my face in my pillow. 
My life moves in slow motion 
momentarily as colors fade 
and time stops. We are going 
to lose to the Citadel. 
3:16 p.m. - We lose 10 
the Citadel. 
DAVIDSAllEY is the sports 
editor for the 2015 Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
dsaley<iitlarding.edu. 
Twllter. - y24 
By David S a lley 
Sports Editor 
T he men's soccer team 
has a new head man. 
Following the resignation 
of former head coach O die 
Guzman after the conclusion 
of the fall season, the Bi sons 
needed a new head coach. 
They found their man in 
alumnus and former York 
College head coach , J o n 
Ireland. 
"It is hard to put into 
words how excited I am to 
be coming home," Ireland 
said. "Being able rn have 
the opportunity to come 
back and coach 15 years 
after playing on the first 
Harding team is special. I 
come from a family with 
seven kids and six o f us 
played here at H arding, so 
it means a lot." 
Ireland was a member of 
the first men's soccer team 
at H arding from 2000-02. 
An All- Gulf South Con-
ference selection in 2002, 
l rel::md said that he has fond 
memories of t he positive 
energy around the prognm 
at that time and hopes to 
recap ture that passion as 
he takes the reins. 
~1 just remember t he 
excitement when we first 
started the program and 
how we had an awesome 
atmosphere a t ga mes," 
Ireland said. "W e had a lot 
of community and student last two years, including step of the way. I work very 
support, and I hope to con- its first winning season in hard at building successful 
tinue to create a buzz about 13 years. programs, but I understand 
Harding men's soccer again." The success of its new first and foremost God has 
Creating buzz and ex- coach is a welcome sign done it all. M y formula is 
dtement is something that for the men's team, which very simple: work hard~and 
Ireland certainly knows aOOut. has yet to have a winning leave t he res t to Him. 
Ireland has been successful season in its 15-year his- Ireland said he knows 
in his previous head coaching tory. Despite the lack of that it will nor be an easy 
stops at Faulkner Univer- winning 1radi1ion, Ireland path to the top, but that his 
sity, Lipscomb University said he feels well-equipped message ro the team from 
and York College. H e led to change the culrure of the the beg inning will be to 
Faulkner's women's team program, but will ultimately believe they can win and 
to its first winning season put his trust in God. to always aim for the top. 
and postseason berth in "Everywhere I've been "Th e team slogan we 
2006-07, left Lipscomb's the soccer program has will use this year will he 
women's program as the been al the bottom when I 'dream big,'~ I reland said. 
all- time leader in wins in first arrived," lrdand said. ~Everything slarts with a 
2011, and then resurrected ~1 have been very blessed, dream o r vision and that 
York's men's team, leading because I know that God is key in crea~ing hope for 
them to the postseason the has been with me eve ry the program. 
The "Fallout 4" character creator is one of the most extensive to date. It is simple to 
recreate anyone, even Michael Claxton. 
Adele brings variety in '25' 
By Phoebe Cunningha m 
Asst. Copy Editor 
Our girl Adde is at it again 
with the release of her album 
titled "25. "Adele has rcportcd.ly 
referred to her newest work as 
a umake-up record" as opposed 
to prevlous albums with mostly 
breakup-sryle songs. The 11-
song album includes positive 
reflections of past relatiol)ships 
as well as songs of sweet de<:-
larations oflm-e and devotion. 
The album begins with 
"H ello," the song that broke 
the Internet in late October as 
the first single debut of Adele's 
comeback album. "Hello" is a 
beautiful ballad that we have 
all heard and love already. 
"Send My Love (To Your 
New Lover}" is an upbeat pop 
song that scrvt:S as a way to say 
goodbye to an old Aame. She 
says"tteat herbctter/Wegona 
let go of all of our ghosts/ We 
OOth knaw we ain't kids no more" 
as if she is giving permission 
for the relationship to be over. 
1 Miss You"enaxnpasses the 
longing for a person she loves 
deeply. The opening stanza "I 
want every singk: piece ofyoW 
I want your heaven and your 
oceans too" is a confession of 
true devotion and desire. 
My favorite songs on The album includes a 
rhe album arc conveniently song titled "River Lea"about 
back-to-back tracks t itled growing up near the River 
"Remedy" and "' i\'ater Under Lea in Tottenham, London, 
the Bridge." "Remedy" is a England. lhe songs "Love in 
beautiful ballad to a loved the Dark" and "All I Ask" are 
one - significant other, family 
member or friend - telling 
that person when everything 
goes wrong, Adele will be 
there to fix what"s broken. 
To hear Adele passionately 
singMwhen the pain cuts you 
deep/ when the night keeps 
you from sleeping/ just look 
and you will see/ that I will 
be your remedy~ gives hope 
to a struggling soul. 
~water Under the Bridge~ 
seems to me to be a very real 
conversation many people have 
in a relationship; the lyrics 
ask the age-old question: Mis 
it meant to be?" Adele asks 
"and ifl'm not the one fur you! 
you've gotta stop holding me 
the way you do/why if I'm not 
the one for you/ why have we 
been through what we have 
been ch rough. "If the choice is 
made to end the relationship, 
Adele pleas ~if you're gonna 
!ct me down, let me down 
gent ly/ don't pretend that 
you don't want me/ our love 
ain't water under the bridge.~ 
both goodbye songs to lovers 
t hat depict two distinctly 
different reflections. 
Adele's ~25" condudcs with 
an inspiring song for her son 
titled "Sl.VCetest Devorion."1hc 
love and devotion she has for 
her son is so apparent in the 
lyrics of the final ballad. She 
sings that he was the only 
one she never looked for but 
now he is the only one she 
will eternally be devoted to. 
Cue the happy tears. 
Adele's ability to write a 
powerful ballad is undeniable; 
she takes what we a.II feel and 
writes a catchy chorus. 
Adele's album brings all 
the feels. Whether you have 
experienced a great love, a 
great breakup or just watched 
a lot of romantic movies, ~25" 
presents all the emotions 
you have felt in lyrical form. 
Adele is our girl because she's 
relatable; she knows longing, 
heartache, desire, hope and 
joy. Kudos to her for the new 
album; the S12 was worth it. 
Once again, war never 
changes: 'Fallout 4' explodes 
By Zach Hailey 
Editor-in-Chief 
It has been a long time since Bethesda 
Softworks decided to open up the vault 
holding one of the crown jewels of the 
company: "Fallout."ln 2010, Bethesda 
released "Fallout: New Vegas" to help 
tic over players until the release of 
"Fallout 4" in 2015 - and boy, was it 
worth the wait. 
Bethesda did all they could to keep 
the big reveal of"Fallout 4" a secret 
by registering the title in Europe in a 
foreign language. As soon as the game 
was announced, the company released 
a trailer shortly after and reported that 
the game was nearly finished. With 
more than 111,000 lines of spoken 
dialogue, the game took several years 
to create, but the company did its best 
to keep media off of the game. Now, 
"Fallout 4"is one of the hottest holiday 
items of the year, and for good reason. 
The game begins in the year 2277. 
For once, we get to see the future in 
the Fallout universe before the rain of 
atomic bombs that threw the world 
into an apocalyptic wasteland - and 
it's beautiful. Although several hundred 
years in the future, the game portrays 
what the world would look like if 
science focused more on warfare from 
the 1960s instead of advancements 
in household t echnology. Instead of 
iPhones, a landline fills every home. 
However, robot butlers have been 
engineered to aid families in U.S. 
After a brief expe rience in the 
beautiful 60s environm ent, news 
breaks over the television that bombs 
have been dropped in two major U.S. 
cities. Alarms begin to sound in the 
quaint neighborhood as you, the player, 
do your best to guide your in-game 
spouse and child to a uvault" - an 
underground living quarters built to 
withstand atomic warfare. 
As you and your family begin the 
decent into the vault, you barely avoid 
an atomic bomb explosion. Once inside, 
you are led to a "detox" chamber that-
spoiler alert - isn't a detox chamber. 
You and your family are frozen in ice 
until two people arrive to unfreeze your 
wife and child, but leave you frozen. 
After your baby is stolen, you are re-
leased after be ing frozen by unknown 
causes, and you leave the vault with a 
drive to find your baby boy. 
The mechanics of the game include 
everything from the previous inst"ailments, 
with improved fluidity. The g raphics 
for PC, P S4 and Xbox O ne editions 
are simply stunning. The vastness of 
the wasteland will draw you in just 
like it always has. One difference that 
separates "Fallout 4"from the previous 
games is the spoken dialogue of the 
main character. Previous Fallouts have 
only provided text choices for the main 
character's responses, but now the player 
chooses a short synopsis of what could 
be said in conversation and then listen 
to the character speak a full response. 
This is the only negative I saw in 
the game. Bethesda has always found a 
way to combine intense gameplay with 
dark humor, and from my experience 
playing, the re is a lack of role-playing 
that the franchise is famous for. Some 
responses always lead to the same 
outcome, which seems unfair and takes 
away from the player's ability to craft 
his or her own character's sto ry. 
Choosing whether to brave the 
wasteland alone or with a companion 
is also a choice that playt=rs must make. 
A ccepting help along the way would 
not be a bad, however, players seeking 
a challenge will likely dismiss all aid. 
The Fallout franchise has a way of 
br inging out the survival instinct of 
players, and "Fallout 4"is no exception. 
With hundreds of hours of play and 
exploration, complete side missions and 
the opportunity to meet thousands of 
in-game characters, "Fallout 4" lands 
a 9/10. 
Top 10 Christmas songs to get you in the holiday spirit 
By Nate Ramirez silky smooth voice really delivers in season, we need to take the time to 6."Allls~"MichadW.Smith "FelizNavidad"hasbecomcasrnp~ 
Guest Writer thls classic. savor and enjoy the company of our featuring Carrie Underwood - 2014 throughout the holiday season and is 
This holtday season is my favorite 2. "The Chrisnnas Song," Nat fiiends and loved ones. I have to give my father-in-law enjoyed by millions all over the world. 
time of the year and if you are like King Cole -1946 4. "It's Beginning To Look creditwithtum.ingmeontothissong. 9: "All I Want for Christmas," 
me you may have even been listen- Originally perfonned by Nat King A Lot Like Christmas," Johnny Michael W. Smith's accompaniment Manah Catty - l994 
ing before the Thanksgiving break. Cole in 1946,the mos1 popular and Mathis - 1992 alongwiththe~vocalsofCanie Despite _what s~e sounded like 
Because we are in full C hristmas bclovcdvcrsionw·.lSreoordedin 1961 Every time 1 hear this song it Underwoodwillgivcyoochills.hisa ~:ra~~:;f:r~;~:i~~7~~~f 
music swing, I thought it appropriate "'The Christmas Song"is a must in my reminds me of the scene in "Home simply-worded song but~ry moving "All I Want for Christmas" has now 
to give my 10 favorite holiday songs musical rotation during the Christmas Alone 2"wherc Kevin is heading out in irs messageabou1 the birth of Christ. become a classic. Growing up with 
for you to enjoy: season.Assoonasyouheartheviolins intothecityofNcwYorkfortheday. 7. "Christmas Time is H ere," - rwo sisters, this song was played a 
I . "White Christmas," Bing come in with the first note, you can It makes me feel all happy inside. VinceGuacaJd.iTrio-1965 nwnberoftimcsduringourChristmas 
Crosby - 1942 settle in and prepare to sing along 5. "Ang-els We Have Heard on Introducedduring"AOwlieBrown celebrations, and I attribute this song 
It was hard to choose between this to one of the most bclovcd holiday High," Josh Groban with Brian Christmas" special that first aired in being on this list to them. 
song and my second choice, but this songs of all time. McKnight - 2007 1965, the soft melody throughout this l~. " If ~~er.y Day Was Like 
wins with a slightOOge. This song was 3. "Merry Christmas Darling," Josh Groban and Brian McKnight song makes for some easy listening. If Christmas; EIVJS Presley - 1957 
released a year after the U.S. entered The Carpenters - 197~ . do a wonderful job combining the you have the rime, chec_~ ou_t the res! El1:~t:n~~o:~..51~~ ~~ 
World War ll and was a reguJar re- Karen Carpenters alto voice classic version of Groban's voice of the album. Guaraldu tno docs a Was Like Christmas." Starting off 
quest throughout the rest of the war. ~renades_yo~ as she tak~ you on a with the more modern sound of fantastic job ofbringingjaxzinto the quiet and building to a big leading 
Bing ~~rw;""hi the' hrisong in t~Ce 195by4 JOw:'cyWJshmg h~rdarling a merry ~:Kni,·00·g •. h~·~,~.c~osc1 W=S-~thd .',oL<him·s holi8·d.?.~~:~N",· vid-' "Jo~'" •:-..i,·,.; .. _ up 10 the chorus, this song is not one musica.i' "te "stmas. ros Christmas.lt~mmdsmethatafter • .,.. ivuu1" .... nu re.w: --. ..... ...... ........ you heartooften butit'sa nicclittlc 
is one ofmy&vorite artists and his allthehustkandbusdc:oftheholid1y his 1989 album "Christmas". tn:atwhcn ~-
' M ockingj a y - Part 2' brings ~~~ 
stunning visuals, full resolve 
By Jordan Doyte 
Beat Reporter 
With the release of"1l1e 
Hunger Games - M ocking-
j ay Part 2,~ franchise fans 
everywhere put th ree fingers 
to their lips and kissed the 
series goodbye. After four 
movies over the cour se 
of three and a half years, 
the series concluded with 
all loose ends tied up and 
no unanswered questions. 
Apart from some scenes 
that made the sroryline a bit 
scattered, this movie had the 
best technical aspects of the 
series, which is what made 
it enjoy;i.ble. 
The movie picks up almost 
right where the last one 
left off, with Katniss being 
examined by a doctor after 
Pceta attacks her. The rest of 
the movie depicts the heroine 
leading the rebellion against 
Panem's dictator, President 
Snow. During this time, con-
flict arises from r-.vo sources: 
Snow's sadistic retaliation and 
Pecta's conflicting thoughts 
about Katniss. 
The random excerpts 
of dialogue about Peeta's 
thoughts on the rebellion, 
being brainwashed and his 
feelings about Katniss were 
the main reason the storyline 
was not fully satisfying. These 
conversations were forced into 
the movie during the most 
inconvenient times. Romantic 
discussions about love and 
life are nice; just not when 
characters decide to stop 
running away from chasing 
gunmen to have them. 
Though talks of love in 
the midst ofbullets and fire 
were distracting, at least it 
can be said that the fire 
itself was not distracting. 
This was the first "Hunger 
Cames"installment in which 
the special effects were not 
noticeably fa ke. Whether 
it was when thick, black o il 
started pouring into a city 
center, or when people were 
attacked by eyeless, earless, 
g ray, slimy creatures with 
sharp vampire- like teeth, the 
special effects were top-notch. 
All of the realistic- looking 
effects in this movie made 
up for the overly obvious 
fake effects in the last three. 
What is lacking in the 
story's structure is made up 
for in the technical aspects 
of the film, even during the 
credits. Jennifer Lawrence 
sings "Deep in the Mead-
ow,~ an acapella song that 
has not been sung since the 
first movie, when Katniss 
comforts Prim and when 
Rue dies. The song reminds 
audience members that the 
end of an era has come. Just 
like when it was sung in the 
first movie, it gives listener5 
a quiet, melodic comfort in 
the midst of that knowledge. c____:__;_z;"'-"'"""IE:.O 
Operation Christmas Child shares the 
message of Christ through a shoebox 
Sy Savanna DiStefano 
Features Editor 
In the small town of El Llano in 
H idalgo, Mexico, family photos are 
displayed on a handmade wooden 
table. Senior Juan Paredes Vera scanned 
the pictures during one of his weekly 
visits to the home, and he was drawn 
to a photograph of a Caucasian family 
amidst the array of tan faces. 
Vera, a Mexico City native, was then 
in his sophomo~ year at H arding and 
easily recognized the stairs from the 
lobby of the David B. Burks American 
H eritage Building in t he backdrop 
of the portrait. He turned over the 
photograph and read a note indicating 
the fumily pictured attended The River 
church in Judsonia, Arkansas. 
The family from Mexico received 
the photo in a shoebox from Operation 
Christmas Child (OCC), a project 
through the Samaritan's Purse, a 
C hristian humanitarian organization. 
The project collects boxes packed with 
toys 2nd necessities and d istributes 
them for Christmas to children in 
more than 100 countries according to 
the Samuitan's Purse website. 
Vera handed out boxes to the 
fa mily a week pr ior to d iscovering 
the photograph. 
Mexico City that ministers to families 
in three underdeveloped towns abouc 
rwo hours outside Mexico City. The 
group of approximately 12 people 
visit t he towns every Saturday and 
rends ro physical and spiritual needs. 
The organization receives OCC boxes 
and gives them to the children for 
Christmas. 
"Every time you give a box, it 's an 
amazing experience because those kids 
just live to work,~Vera said. "1heydon't 
play anymore; they don·r do kid stuff 
anymore because they have to work 
in order to survive ... Most of them 
start to cry, and it's just simple stuff 
that we can get easily in Wal- mart or 
wherever, and it's a big deal for them.~ 
Sophomore Savannah Donnell is a 
member ofThe River church and has 
been packing boxes since elememary 
school. She provided and collected 
OCC boxes on campus last month 
to help students get involved. 
"I really do believe in this ministry 
in that if you can change the life of a 
child, a door opens up to the family 
and (a door) opens up to the commu-
nity," Donnell said . "(OCC is) giving 
a gift to a child you may never meet, 
hue you can make a big difference in 
cheir lifc." 
year and I really liked it," Balmaceda 
said. 1 received one and 1 feel it was 
a blessing for me and for my family, 
so I wanted to do it for someone else." 
Balmaceda said she remembers 
receiving a toochbrush, a coloring book 
with crayons, toys and candy. She said 
she also liked the plastic container ii 
came in and believes she still has some 
of the items at home. 
"It was cool to know that someone 
was thinking about me,~ Balmaceda 
said. "]twas from another place in the 
world, and they cared about me and 
my church." 
Vera said families understand they 
are cared for when receiving OCC 
packages and arc more receptive to 
hearing rhe message of Christ. H e said 
OCC is a pathway to teach the Bible 
to people in the communities La Casa 
de Dios la Buena Tierra ministers to. 
Vera said he has developed many 
personal relationships through the 
ministry. H e plans to return home 
after graduation and build a ranch 
where children can earn income and 
develop a mentality for achieving 
productive goals. 
"I don't think it was a coincidence, 
I think it was God,~Vera said. "I gave 
that box, and I study here, and I go 
to that church ... And that really 
touched me." 
Vera works with La Casa de Dios 
la Buena Tierra (The House of God 
the Good Earth), an organization in 
Sophomore Michelle Troeglen 
Balmaceda, a srudenc from Guanajuato, 
Mexico, said she packed an OCC box 
this year because she received one from 
her church when she was 12. 
"When I found out that l can do 
it here, it was amazing and a g reat 
way to give back, so I filled a box this 
A colorful booklet in the n ative 
language is included in the boxes given 
to the children. The national collection 
dare for boxes was Nov. 23, t hough 
shoeboxes can still be built virtually 
at samaritanspurse.org year round. 
"All of that starts with one shoe 
box full of toys," Vera said . MThat's 
Operation Christmas Child for me - to 
open up the doors for people like me 
who really are trying to help." 
COURTESY Of SAMARITAN'S PURSE 
Children in Mexico receive an Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox. Boxes are packed by people across 
the world and distributed to children in more than 
100 countries. Each box includes a colorful booklet 
containing the message of Jesus. 
Students produce short film for festival 
Junior Matt Rice and Senior E than Sneed write, cast and direct horror video to premeire at film festival 
By Garrett Howard 
Student Writer 
Two Harding students arc 
producing a passion project: 
a short, psychological horror 
film, "Vestige,"which they 
hope to premiere at a film 
festival. 
According to junior Man 
Rice, who is wr iting and 
directing the fi lm, the idea 
to make a short film was 
conceived last year, but he 
did not have the resources to 
make it happen at the time. 
Ml met up with my soon-
to-be director of phorography, 
{senior) Ethan Sneed, and 
showed him my script," 
Rice said. ~we are both in a 
screenwriting class together, 
and when I showed him 
what 1 had written he was 
on board immediately." 
Sneed s2id he fell in love 
with the idea as soon as he 
read the script. 
"What I've heard from 
other filmmakers is that 
you know a script is good 
if when you finish reading 
it, you think, 'Why didn't l 
think of that?"' Sneed said 
MAnd that is exactly what 
happened to me.~ 
According to Sneed, the 
premise of the film is essen-
tially Christopher Nolan's 
"Memento" meets Stanley 
Kubrick's MThe Shining." 
A man awakens in a room 
with no knowledge of any 
previous events, save the 
fact that he has a wife and 
needs to find her. Ominous 
writing is sketched into the 
walls of the room, warning 
the man of a dark force 
pursuing h im , whi le he 
struggles in the search to 
relocate his memories and 
his wife. 
lhe film is currently at 
the end of the pre-prc>duc-
tion stage. Rice and Sneed 
recently held auditions for 
the lead role, with 16 srudcnts 
auditioning for che part. 
"We have told our pro-
fessors about it, we made the 
chapel announcement and 
had the casling auditions, 
and it has kind of exploded 
from there," Rice said. "So 
it's kind of scary seeing how 
close we are to getting our 
hands dirty and actually 
making this thing happen.~ 
Throughout the pre-pro-
duction process, Sneed said 
he has been excited and 
optimistic while remaining 
cautious about unforeseen 
circumstances. 
uWhat I 've lea rned 
through film projects that 
I've worked on in the past 
is that you don't wane to 
reach a point where you do 
not expect major obstacles, 
like last-second changes, 
agreements t hat get can-
celled and the like," Sneed 
said. MThankfully, we have 
not encountered a major 
obstacle yet, but I'm trying 
to stay positive and prepared 
just in case." 
Rice and Sneed said this 
is the biggest project they 
have been involved with, 
which creates a healthy 
combination of nervousness 
and excitement. The srudent 
filmmakers said that many 
details are still under wraps, 
but they will announce more 
as the film nears its final 
stages of development. 
EMILY EASON I THE BISON 
Senior Ethan Sneed and Junior Matt Rice work on the budget of their short 
film, ''Vestige" in a study room of the Donald W. Reynolds Center for Musical 
Communication. "Vestige" is a horror film, and the duo plans to premier it at 
a film festival once it is completed. 
Harding decorates campus for Christmas 
Wreaths, swags and lights help bring the spirit of the holidays to faculty and students on campus 
By Z 'Ann Hardin 
Volunteer Writer 
The campus has a glow to it, and nor 
just from the 100,000 plus lights that 
illuminate the front lawn. The semester is 
winding down, and though students may 
feel exhausted, there is a subtle feeling of 
excitement that mimics the first few weeks 
of the school year. 
H owever, the C hristmas has not always 
been evident at Harding. The 700 wreaths 
and swags- straight wreaths hung on the 
poles - were no t something that students 
would see on their walk to class, according 
to Vice President of Parent and Alumni 
Relations Liz H owell. She said C hristmas 
was not a big deal at Harding until about 
2006, after the David B. Burks Building 
was remodeled. 
H owell said the university has worked 
over the years to keep each year's cele-
bration different, keeping a consistent 
theme. H owell said ultimately they 
want students and Searcy residents 
to enjoy the decorated campus. 
uh really started in 2006 with 
Dr. Burks,~ H owell said. "He 
loves Christmas and wanted to 
make it something special here." 
According to Howell, traditions 
such as the lights on the front 
lawn, hot chocolate and carriage 
rides really took root on campus 
after Harding faculty members visited 
the Gaylord Opryland H otel and 
Resort in Nashville, Tennessee, during 
Christmas time. Howell said they 
were inspired to bring that spirit 
back to the university, including 
the lights cascading from trees, 
and the large Christmas trees that stand 
in the Heritage lobby. 
To achieve such a feat , Physical 
Resources begin hanging lights the first 
workday after Homecoming week-
end;wreaths, swags and the Heritage 
decorations begin going up around 
two weeks before Thanksgiving break. 
"It is definitely a commitment 
from the university, but we know 
that the students really do appreciate 
it,~ Howell said . 
Maimenance specialist and 'Head 
Elf' Bob Barnett heads up the Christ-
mas decorating operations. Both he 
and H owell said the decorations are 
his baby, and they are what brought him 
co Harding. Barnett was asked by a 
friend around C hristmas time many 
years ago to assist in hanging lights 
on campus. 
Barnett said he "fell in love with this 
place.~ 
"There is something so special about 
this campus that you do not find out there 
in the 'real world,"' Barnett said. 
Barnett said he recognizes the holiday 
spirit and the clear presence of God on 
this campus. 
Sophomore Allison Slag ter said the 
stringed lights are her favorite Christmas 
decorations because they remind her of 
her home in Michigan. 
MThe lights make me smile so big every 
time I sec them,"Slagter said. "I'm used to 
very snowy Michigan winters, and to me 
these lights look like snow falling from 
the sky, and that just brightens my heart 
to th ink that even from so far away I can 
get a taste of home." 

